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CHAPTER 9. THE UPPER-MIDDLE JEKNEKBERANG

9.1 Settlement Pattern Analysis

This chapter considers the sites on both sides of the
Jeknekberang between Dampang, which lies at 10 metres asl,
and Bontona Songkolo which lies at 20 metres asl (Figure
9-1a). The geological map of Sukamto and Supriatna (1982)
shows the river's course girdled at the northeast by a body
of Baturape-Cindako volcanics which, along with some local
outcrops of Camba Formation, produces a gently undulating
landscape whose spot altitudes rarely exceed 20 metres asl.
The configuration of the low hills above the alluvium warps
and retards local drainage patterns with two odd results. The
courses of the Sungai Romang Polong and Sungai Sabeng are
entirely restricted to alluvial deposits, while the alluvial
deposits constitute part of the watershed between the
Jeknekberang and Tallok rivers. These deposits are generally
waterlogged and hence ideal for wet rice, but there are also
several swamps where the prevailing ground surface dips well
beneath the water table.

According to the geological map, only alluvial deposits
bracket the upper-middle Jeknekberang along its southwest
bank (Figure 9-1a). However, I observed sporadic outcrops of
sedimentary rock which apparently represent a larger body of
rock mostly buried beneath the shallow deposits (9.9).

The distances between the historical sites (Table 9-1)
produce the range of possible site-clustering patterns shown
in Figure 9-2. These clusters exhibit a curvilinear geometry
rather than the centred clusters of the lower-middle
Jeknekberang (Figure 6-15). Three groups of sites (BKDA, BS,
PDCSS) possibly belong to the clusters, but the matter is
uncertain because they abut the borders of unsurveyed area.
Moreover, had it been possible to extend the survey to
Bontomanaik (5.2), some minor re-arrangements could have
resulted. On the available data, the reported but uninspected
looting at Ujung (U) - virtually the sole kampung between
Balang Mawang and Bontomanaik - would point to a link with
Bossolok-Sabeng, and membership of the BSU group with the

Saumata cluster (Table 9-1). But the terrain is unsurveyed,
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P K P S S B K D A M J P B S P K K K (4 S B K B
Borong Barat - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4335 3165 5140 5275 4810 4975 4390 3560 3345 2990 2880
Borong Timur - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4020 2840 5200 5300 4755 4790 4355 3570 3320 3130 2960
Kabal lokang - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4510 3390 6150 6150 5775 5635 5185 4455 4245 4040 3885
Borong Parang - - - - - - - - - - - - = 5200 4060 6970 6925 6560 6325 5950 5245 5010 4830 4675
Songkolo Asli - - - - - - - - - - - - - 5975 5580 8100 8025 TS0 TATS 6875 6305 6135 5995 5660
Bontona Songkolo - = = - - - - - - - - - - (6550)(5585)(8050)(8125)(7825)(7650)(7050)(6310)(6040)(58111)(5420)
Pekallak Bua = N - - ~ - - - - - - - - (7200) (6350) (6090) (6675) (6400) (6390) (5480) (4890) (4600) (4225) (3770)
Dampang = = 3 - - = = = - - - - - (6010)(5585)(4880)(5425)(5120)(5260)(4265)(3555)(3320)(2935)(2580)
Cellaya = = = = = - - - - - - - - (5975)(5(715)(5350)(5825)(5540)(4990)(5135)(3760)(3620)(3240)(2755)
Saukang Boe = = e - - - - - - - - - - (6150)(5750)(59(!))(63(!))(6015)(5460)(55%)(4185)(3845)(3710)(3320)
Saukang Borong - - = = - - - - - - - - - (6150)(57(1))(60%)(64%)(6175)(5580)(5720)(4610)(3975)(3660)(3470)

Cambang Beroanging R B B B T B S B B K B S B P D (K S
Romang Polong Barat 805

Bonto Pakja TI5 1585

Buta Didia Asli 95 1750 435

Bonto Ramba 1225 1975 840 345

Tamarunang Tua 2070 2955 1285 1130 1000

Borongloe 2735 3575 1930 1690 1520 450

Saukang Borong 2770 3555 1975 1985 2005 1005 800

Borong Barat 2805 3655 2000 1980 1995 930 670 110

Borong Timur 2920 370 2170 215 2285 1375 1180 B 4B
Kaballokang 3870 4635 3100 3135 3180 2125 1515 1130 175 905

Borong Parang 475 5515 3895 3915 3930 2835 2220 1940 1925 1720 785

Songkolo Asli 5760 6665 5000 5010 4915 3720 3000 3000 2730 2770 1875 920

Bontona Songkolo (5525)(6415)(4670)(4600)(4450)(3110)(2310)(%90) (2620) (2720) (1970) (1300) (1100)

Pekallak Bua (3885) (4305) (3365) (3140)(2930)(2850)(2980)(3615)(4080)(4325)(4780)(5295)(6110) 4995

Dampang (2680)(3050)(2155)(1955)(1770)(2140)(2450)(2925)(3375)(3610)(4250)(4935)(5835) 4970 1140

Cellaya (2895)(3520)(2185)(1970)(1725)(1550)(18111)(2330)(2780)(3015)(3565)(4180)(5060) 4130 1340 8%

Saukang Boe (3420)(4060)(2600)(2325)(2115)(1465)(1520)(2205)(%30)(2925)(3275)(3765)(4605) 3585 1535 1475 645
Saukang Borong (3600)(4270)(27]))(2485)(2245)(1375)(1300)(2025)(2440)(2690)(2995)(3435)(4230) 3165 1780 1790 945 345

Figure 9-1a main Clustering events. SBKBCR joins BBB at 1490m; TBSBB joins KBSB at 2338m; PKKKP joins BKDA at 2364nm; SBKBCRBBB joins BS at 3090m
SBKBCRBBBBS joins PKKKPBKDA at 323Tm; TBSBBKBSB joins PDCSS at 3368n. (MPPKPPSS is 2268n from SBKBCR, 2759m from BKDA and 3147m from PKKKP, i.e.

joins westwards [Tables 6-3 and 6-4]; MJP is 2668 from PKKKP and 4004n from BKDA, i.e. joins northwards [Table 10-1]).

Figure 9-1b main clustering events. SBKBCR joins BBB at 1490m; TBSBB joins KBS at 2228n; SBKBCRBBB joins PKKKP at 2372m; SBKBCRBBBPKKKP joins BS at 291m.

Figure 9-1c maip Clustering events. SBKBCR made to join PKKKP at 1849u; so BBB can join TBSBB at 1811m; SBKBCRPKKKP joins BS at @14m (SBKBCRPKPPP to BKDA
is 2957n); BBBTBSBB joins PDCSS at 2502u (BBBTBSBB to KBSB is 3017m); BBBTBSBBPDCSS joins KBSB at 3533n) - see 9.7.2 for explanation.
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9.2 Saumata Lama (Gowa 30)

Saumata Lama (Figure 9-3) incorporates the junction of
Campaga Lomo ("Old Campaga") at the north and Samata (sic) at
the south. These kampungs have probably expanded into the
site during the 19th and 20th centuries, for the bare
presence of "Qing BW" sherdage suggests little occupation
during the 17th-18th centuries (Figures 9-5 and 9-6). The
north-south oriented body of the site lies on a flat
extension of Baturape-Cindako volcanics raised slightly above
alluvial plain. Near the site, the alluvial plain contains
seasonally inundated rice fields (Figure 9-1a). Scil tests
revealed a brown to reddish brown silt with the slightly
acidic pH of 6 at 5 centimetres' depth in both geological
units. A retouched flake from zone 22, within the
Baturape-Cindako volcanics unit, could have been brought to
the surface during looting activities.

Although no looter's holes remain visible, the report of
numerous antiques looted at six discrete locations during the
1970s is reliable. Our informant was the elderly inhabitant
of zone 27 (Campaga Lomo) who had helped manage the looting
operations (then legal) between Sero-Tombolok and
Bontomanaik. He also showed us his unsold antiques from
Saumata. We recorded the main densities of Saumata's
precolonial tradeware pieces in the reportedly looted areas,
and also in zone 17 which thus might have once contained
antiques too (Figures 9-3 and 9-4).

The apparently oldest burial area corresponds to zones 14
to 16 and 21 at the south of the site. They show a distinct
attenuation of "Ming" compared to "early" pieces (Figures 9-3
and 9-4).2 The unsold antiques from here included two bases
from Qingbai covered bowls, a gusi-type jar, a blackware
bowl, three iron weapons and an earthenware which looks like
a pedestalled candlestick holder (Photos 9-1 to 9-5). None of

2 Indeed the "Ming" category is represented only by 15 pieces
identified as Swatow in the field (Appendix D) but
regrettably not collected for confirmation under laboratory
conditions. In the absence of more secure evidence, they may
well have come from a type of low-quality monochrome
classified as "Swatow" by local ceramic specialists but best
regarded as unclassifiable (B.2).
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represented by 340 graves marked with stone, wood or cement.
In addition, a modern, private graveyard within the houseyard
of our informant in Campaga Lomo belongs to his wife's family
(Figure 9-3; Table F-6a).?

The sheltered, restored grave in Campaga Lomo (Photo 9-9)
is associated with "Karaeng Samata". The historical records
contain several mentions of Saumata: Gelarang Samata who was
a late 17th century grandchild of Kg Jeknekponto (SG:62;
Figure 4-9); Gelarang Saumata, a gelarang of some prominence
in 1661;* and Daeng ri Samata who died in 1680 (LB:163). In
the absence of further evidence these records could all refer
to the one individual who might also be the "Kg Samata"
buried at Campaga Lomo.

Acceptance of my analysis of three cemetery-trajectories
at Saumata Lama, with the southern one displaying the oldest
origins, raises the question of the status of the western and
northern examples. They could represent semi-autonomous
factions within Saumata which had either budded off the
original descent group, or left some other origins to join
Saumata. However, the local ethnohistorical models would also
allow the younger cemeteries to be associated with other
kampungs near Saumata which either descended from Saumata
(9.3.1) or chose to associate themselves with Saumata's
prominent status (9.4).

By any interpretation, Saumata Lama's burial grounds were
experiencing elaboration at a time apparently preceding the
establishment of most of SSPHAP's pre-Islamic burial sites.
Similarly, the standardised chronological histogram of
Saumata Lama shows a marked accent on 13th-14th century
pieces compared to the 15th-17th century pieces (Figure 9-6).
Saumata Lama appears to have been a centre of power during

the 13th-14th centuries, quite possibly on a par with old

3 Zone 28, to the east of the main northern pre-Islamic
burial area, apparently bears some association with the
latter, possibly as a small offshoot burial ground in
terminal Ming times.

4 The specific reference mentions that, along with the
Gelarang of Mangasa, Tombolok and Bontomanaik, Gelarang
Saumata warned he would show his solidarity with the regent,
Kg Summanak, when the latter threatened to resign his post
(Andaya, 1981:61). Kg Summanak had made the threat to enforce
Kg Karunrung's exile (3.5.1).
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graves, oriented between 32¢0- and 350° frop north; but po
visible sherdage (Photo 9-15; Table F-6b).
Saumata, jtg origins could be
Syncretist Islamic.

As with zZone 36 at
either Pre-Islamic or

Some 60 to 70 marked graves
including the tomb of "Karaeng
and a companion (Table F-6b).
next to the Cemetery containe
sherdage, but no "recent"” tradewares (in accordance with the
abandonment of the graveyard). The inhabitants confessed to

burying their dead at Beroanging, Suggesting they represent a

among the dense undergrowth,

Bonto Pakja" A ploughed field

d some Swatow and Qing BwW

S the other Islamic graveyard,
associated Wwith Buta Didia Asli. we
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blue-and-white jar cover (which looked Qing) reportedly found
with a knife in the latter diggings. The graveyard, Kuburan
Romang Sappang, had 30 rectangular arrangements of pebbles
oriented 310° to 45° from north, and 13 masonry or cement
markers (Photo 9-19; Table F-6c). The surface sherdage
included a few Ming pieces, further supporting the
interpretation of the site as a small, terminal pre-Islamic
to old-Islamic burial ground. Nonetheless the tradewares
point to the 19th-20th centuries as the main phase of
occupation at the site (Figure 9-9).

Romang Polong Barat (Gowa 34) is a small area, next to
Sungai Romang Polong, where antiques were reportedly found
several decades ago. We recorded a Swatow sherd (Figure 9-9)
but no remnant looter's holes or Islamic graves, so the
site's interpretation is unclear.

Kuburan Romang Polong (Gowa 32), which today serves Romang
Polong, Bontoa and Kadieng, occurs in kampung Kadieng®
directly north of Beroanging across the Sungai Romang Polong
(Figure 9-1b). Although measuring only 85 by 60 metres, the
cemetery is packed with 542 marked graves of old to modern
styles (Photo 9-20; Table F-6c). Reportedly some antiques,
mainly blue-and-white ceramics, were found in the vicinity
where we also recorded a few "Ming" tradewares (Figure 9-9).
The site shows continuity in burials from at least the 16th
century to the present.

The association of the word romang (forest) with the two
recorded Islamic graveyards might connote a formerly
well-forested environment, possibly even on the alluvial
plain which is now largely sawah (Figure 9-1). However, the
value of the connotation for specific environmental
reconstruction is dubious, given that there is no date for
when the toponyms were applied, and that late 17th century
Makassar included woods visible from Fort Rotterdam.*®

s Somewhat confusingly, today's Kadieng appears on the Dutch
land-use maps under the name Beroanging. Even though the
graveyard serves the kampungs to the north, we might
nonetheless hypothesise that settlement near the graves was
initiated from Beroanging, by the 18th century to judge from
the recorxded tradewares (Figure 9-9).

& The specific¢ reference mentions that the Dutch had espied
Makassar warriors marching from Gowa towards Bontoalak on
21st March 1675 (Andaya, 1981:172).
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the site appears to have been occupied from the 13th-14th
centuries to the present (Figure 9-12), the small size of the
Islamic graveyard accords with the reported burial of most of
Kajenjeng's deceased at Kassik Utara.

The Islamic graveyard of Kassik Tengah (UP15)° covers an
area approximately 30 metres north-south by 60 metres
east-west and includes 252 old and new marked graves (Table
F-6c). Directly south of the graveyard, as evinced by a small
area of remnant looter's holes, people had reportedly found
blue-and-white ceramics along with smaller quantities of
brownwares, Sawanhalok and celadons. One inhabitant, who was

aware of the immediately Pre-Islamic tradition of east-west
oriented burials, showed us a decorated earthenware and

TABLE 9-2. KASSIK TENGAH'S ANTIQUES ASSIGNED TO BURIALS

Head Chest Foot
Burial 1 2 Vietnamese 1 decorated y
(15th bowls - 1 Bw, earthenware
century) 1 subceladon (Photo 9-22) 1
|
Burial 2 1 Ming BW bowl 1 Ming enamelled 1 BW bowl, i
(16th (cloud and famille verte bowl Ming or late |
century) lotus scrolls) (lotus sprays) Vietnamese
Burial 3 2 Sawankhalok
(15th-16th underglaze-iron,
centuries) covered bowls
Location wit sSe not estimated
Burial 4 (late 16th/ Fragments from 3 Ming BW bowls with
early 17th century) devolved floral & abstract decorations
Burial 5 Ming BW foliated plate
(16th century) with kilin in centre
Burial 6 Ming BW bowl with lotus scroll
(16th century) on external cavetto

N.B. No bones were reportedly observed (cf. the slightly
acidic pH of the area's soils) so how our informant assigned
the ceramics to Particular parts of former corpses is not
clear. Using a flash I badly overexposed my colour slides of
the tradewares which thus are not reproduced in this thesis.
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collecting a Vietnamese apple-green celadon (Photo 9-28) we
were shown a Sukothai "fish bowl" (Photo 9-29) and told that
the other antiques were Ming blue-and—white, Sawankhalok
covered bowls, and "Korean" (probably Vietnamese). Reportedly
Parinring has no Islamic graveyard, rather its deceased are
buried in Kassik Utara. Hence Parinring's 14th/15th to
16th/17th century burijal ground (Figure 9-12) was apparently
abandoned with Islamisation.

16th-17th century pieces. Kajenjeng Produced the oldest
tradewares while the four other Pre-Islamic burial areas had
apparently originated by the 15th century, but Possibly no
earlier (Figure 9-12). The Kassik sites, especially Kassik
Utara, appear to have been the main burial places by the 16th

9.5 Marginal Members of the Saumata Cluster

9.5.1 The BKDA sites

Dampang Bira (UP22) and Bankala/Ende (UP21) hug the edge of
the Camba Formation where it meets the alluvial plain
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Kuburan Islanm Bangkala (also UP21). Locational data suggest a
relationship with Antang, Suaka site No. 253 (Kallupa,
1985:132-133; Photos 36-37), beyond SSPHAP's survey area.
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elite 17th century burials, corresponding to local reports
that Bangkala used to be a kerajaan kecil (local polity)
beneath Gowa. Nonetheless it is best not to identify this Kg
Bangkala with the Bangkala karaengs mentioned in the
historical records, for the latter can be readily associated
with Bangkala on the peninsula's south coast (e.g. Andaya,
1981). Finally, Kuburan Bangkala is a good example of an
Islamic graveyard displaying 17th to 20th century styles of
markers, generally oriented around 350° from north (Table
F-6d).

9.5.2 Bossolok (Gowa 72) and Sabeng (Gowa 45)

Bossolok falls within the large expanse of virtually unbroken
rice fields between the PKKKP sites and the "Tallok headwater
sites" (Figure 10-2a). The kampung occupies an island of
Camba Formation which escapes inundation even when the
monsoon peaks (Figure 9-1a; Photo 9-26). Its saukang occurs
at the south, at the opposite end from a small, abandoned
Islamic graveyard with 23 stone arrangements (Table F-6d) and
11 looter's holes. Immediately east of the graves 68 further
holes occur in a lightly grassed area. Reportedly this was
the main source of Bossolok's antiques which were
blue-and-white ceramics. The few surface tradewares also
indicate a 16th-17th century burial area (Figure 9-15).
Corresponding to the virtual absence of 18th-19th century
tradewares, the kampung does not appear on the Dutch land-use
maps, and the inhabitants stated that they only recently
settled Bossolok from Rapo Cidu. This small kampung, half a
kilometre to the northwest, was itself probably settled from
Bossolok in early Islamic times.'S

The kampung and graveyard of Malaklang lie on the modern
road directly south of Bossolok across the Sungai Sabeng, at
the north border of an undulating belt of Baturape-Cindako

'® The justification for this inference is that Rapo Cidu
fully complements Bossolok. Its small graveyard contains
markers of cement or masonry with simple nisan: attempts to
find antiques were reportedly unsuccessful; the surface
tradeware sherdage I saw looked all Qing or European; and it
is present on the Dutch land-use maps. Bugis immigrants from
Sinjai are now numerically dominant at both kampungs.
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possibly Romang Polong, even if Saumata retained the
representation on Gowa's Bate Salapang council. The tradeware
profile for the total cluster shows a marked drop from the
13th-14th to the 15th-16th centuries, owing to the powerful
influence of Saumata Lama's profile, followed by a gradual

increase from the 17th century onwards (Figure 9-6).

9.7 Borongloe ("Great Garden Area")

9.7.1 A brief history of Borongloe and Bontomanaik

Chabot (1950) produced the classic account of Makassar
ethnography based on his work between 1939-40 and 1947-8 in
Bonto Ramba, then the seat of authority of the Borongloe adat
(customary) community. Although he did not estimate the
antiquity of this situation, he was told of local immigration
from Pakota (near Bontomanaik) into Bonto Ramba at around
1900 (Chabot, 1950:16), which would accord with the timing of
Buta Didia's relocation to the highway (9.3.1). However,
before that Borongloe appears to have been rivalled and
usually surpassed by Bontomanaik. ST (p.5) cites Borongloe's
decision to abandon Kgloe ri Sero for Batara Gowa, whereas SG
(p.14) associates the act with Bontomanaik.'® Borongloe then
disappears from the texts until Hasanuddin's reign when it
was one of Gowa's districts not numbered among the Bate
Salapang. By contrast, Bontomanaik remained a member of the
Bate Salapang from Tunijallok's reign until the late 17th
century (Mukhlis, 1975:61-62). Although a "Gelarang
Borongloe" is cited for 1868 (Patunru, 1983:98), it was
Bontomanaik which belonged to the Bate Salapang during its
last years between 1894 and the 1900s (Patunru,
1983:137-138). After Gowa's incorporation as an afdeling
within the Netherlands India administration in 1906-17,
Borongloe, which must have been sited at Bonto Ramba by this
stage, replaced Bontomanaik as the district's name (Patunru,
1983:120-130 pass.). Thus the district's administrative
centre was drawn away from its geographical centre in the

'® More precisely, Bontomanaik Barat and Bontomanaik Timur,
offering the interpretation that "Bontomanaik Barat" connotes
Borongloe rather than Bontomanaik 1 (ct. T.2.49%
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historical movement of people and authority from Tamarunang

and Borongloe to Bonto Ramba.

9.7.2 Borongloe (Gowa 67)

On the northern outskirts of the Pattiro kampung area, dusun
Songkolo II, we counted 638 remnant holes over an area 300
metres north-south by 150 metres east-west (Figure 9-18).
According to reports, looting occurred in the late 1960s. The
looters found ceramics (unassociated with any preserved human
bone) four metres below the ground at the north of the site,
but only one metre below the ground at the south (which is
slighly higher than the site's northern parts). The ceramics
were mainly blue-and-white or Sawankhalok, but included some
celadons. Despite our extensive survey and the fair surface
exposure we recorded only 179 tradeware pieces, most of them
Qing to recent, even if the earlier examples confirmed the
suggestion of a 15th to 16th-17th century burial ground
(Appendix D; Figure 9-20). We were also told that most of the
antiques had been found in a few discrete locations,
suggesting either an internally partitioned pre-Islamic
burial ground, or a pre-Islamic kampung area which
incorporated burial spots.

Two bamboo corrals enclose large trees, one at the site's
southeast (Photos 9-31 and 9-34) and one at the northwest.
The latter resembles Bonto Ramba's sacred spot in that three
stones lie on the tree roots and that it accompanies a
house-like saukang (Photos 9-35 and 9-36). Further evidence
of the site's special associations comes from its old Islamic
cemetery where, we were told, five Borongloe karaengs lie
buried (Photo 9-32). The cemetery was so overtaken with weedy
growth, even my note of its size (30 metres by 70 metres)
constitutes a rough estimate. The modern cemetery to the west
continues to serve the kampungs of Bonto Bado and Borong
north of Pattiro.2°

Further furbishing the case that the Borongloe lineage

group used to based here, the site is well raised by virtue

2° We also observed the grave of a 15-year old daeng from
Bonto Bado at an intermediate stage in the burial rites
before permanent marking (Table F-6d).
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the suggested Precedence of Tamarunang's Pre-Islamic burials
(Figure 9-20). Significantly, Chabot (1950:70,72) recorded
that Bonto Ramba's investiture stone was itself called
Tamarunang, which means "the one not falling off the raft",
and that Gowa's and Borongloe's insignia were brought

chronological Priority.
As with Borongloe,

would have been largely abandon
(Figure 9-20).

Oor Bonto Ramba.

9.7.4 Borong (Gowa 76)

y flaked stone artefacts,
exposed where the descending road meets the channel at
"Borong Timur" (Appendix G), suggests that the channel had
cut against Baturape-Cindako volcanics in Prehistoric
times.22 Next to the stone artefacts was a saukang accessible

e similar to its nearby
Counterparts. Although there is no evidence of burials here,
Borong Timur qualifies as a SSPHAP historical site because a

Further Swatow Pieces were recorded in zone 8
imnediately across the

22 The locals reported that the channel flowed "during the
time of the Gowa kingdom", whenever that was, but they might
have meant that it had still retained sufficient water to
have constituted an oxbow lake.
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Over an area 250 metres by 50 metres, and Probably yet others
hidden by regrowth (Photo 9-43). The markers represent styles
which apparently date back to the 18th century and Possibly
the 17th century (Table F-6e). Support for the earlier dating
comes from a Swatow sherd recorded on the track Passing the

and the Borong Kaluku area (Figure 9-2d) - Pattiro,
Cambagaya, Borong Parang, Borong Kaluku, Borong Bulo and
Jamuling, as well as Bonto Tene.

9.8.2 songkolo Asli (Gowa 83) and Bontona Songkolo (Gowa 86)

Across the Jeknekberang's remnant channel lijes Songkolo Asli
(dusun Songkolo I) - anp elevated, Pleasantly shaded area
interspersed with three kampung areas named Songkolo. We
observed its soil profile, deposited by the Jeknekberang,
where the river is slowly cutting eastwards towards its old
channel (Photo 9-46). Beneath the top 70 cm of loam was a
metre of slightly silty sand, and Six metres of sand mixed

to the Jeknekberang's water level. The river—cutting topsoil
differs slightly from the soil, to a metre's depth, within

Proportion of clay Presumably reflects the greater distance
from the modern Jeknekberang.

graveyard (Table F-b6e) belong to the modern section at the
east. One style, with river pebbles embedded into an earth
matrix, appears to be unique to Songkolo Asli. The seven
markers in the dispersed western section, which may date back
to the 17th century, abut a bamboo grove with 177 looter's
holes (Figure 9-21). The grove was reportedly looted ten
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bottom of a still uncovered hole 1.3 metres deep (Photo
9-48). My inspection revealed a very dark brown, gritty silt
at 30 cm depth, and dark brown river sands with some small
rounded pebbles at the base, both horizons having a pH of 6.
Analogy with Songkolo Asli Suggests that these were secondary
jar burials, again Possibly no older than the 17th century.
Although the jars apparently retained no contents, they could
have once held bones now dissolved by the acidic soil, since
their earthenware fabric would have provided less protection
compared to Songkolo Asli's stoneware jars.

9.8.3 settlement expansion from Borong Parang and Songkolo

The KBSB sites indicate late settlement of this stretch of
the Jeknekberang. Clear evidence of 16th century origins was
found only at Kaballokang, and even this community might then

By the 17th century, however, two new "lineage groups" had
apparently originated. One is represented by the Songkolo
Asli and Bontona Songkolo cemeteries which serve the kampungs
imnediately west of the Jeknekberang's old meander. The other
is represented by the Borong Parang cemetery which serves the
other Surrounding kampungs. 2+ There are no signs of early
burial grounds southwestwards of Borong Parang, Suggesting
that it had been frontier territory recently populated from
Borong Parang. Apparently, Borong Parang descendants also
colonised northwards as far as Kaballokang and the Borongloe
site, in the wake of the former inhabitants who were largely
drawn to Bonto Ramba.

The Borongloe adat community studied by Chabot had
retained one now lost administrative connection - the
annexation of Parang Banua and Bonto(n)a west of the
Jeknekberang (Figure 9-2d). However, the (still retained)
Songkolo subdivision along the Jeknekberang's north bank
obfuscates the burial patterns which are Primarily towards

originated, before Straightening its channel and isolating
Songkolo Asli from Bontona Songkolo. Of course, other
Scenarios which do not invoke a change in the Jeknekberang's
Course are also tenable.
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which is consistent with the absence of Ming BW and other
tradeware types which numerically dominate most looted burial
grounds (Appendix D). I cannot explain the discrepancy with
my informant's report, but the burial ground appears too
small to have enjoyed much longevity, and so is here dated to
the 13th-14th centuries (Figure 9-26).

Saukang Borong not only mimics the name of Saukang Borong
across the Jeknekberang (9.7.4) but also resembles the latter
physically. A bamboo corral encloses a flat boulder and a
well-maintained saukang (Photo 9-52). At the southeast corner
a brick wall encloses two flat stones placed along an
east-west axis (Photo 9-53). North of the corral, at its
entrance, a disturbed area approximately 20 metres square had
reportedly produced some buli-buli (ceramic jarlets). The
whole site occupies a slightly raised, stony area.

Saukang Boe presents the same combination of an enclosed
saukang with an east-west oriented stone arrangement at its
rear and a looted area at the front (Figure 9-23). But in
this case the saukang corral is also brick (Photo 9-54), and
the stone arrangement reportedly marks the grave of an
ancestral personage, "Karaeng Boe" (Photo 9-55). Another
east-west oriented stone arrangement in a brick corral,
reportedly marking the grave of Kg Boe's wife, occurs at the
north (Photo 9-56). From the saukang as far as the road
people had reportedly dug up an estimated 1000 antiques,
enough to fill a car, including not only blue-and-white wares
(the most common find) but also "red", celadon and
Sawankhalok wares, as well as earthenwares. We could confirm
this report to the extent of counting 92 looter's holes and
collecting four 14th-15th to 16th-17th tradeware sherds
(Figure 9-26) despite the generally full vegetation cover.
There is every reason to interpret this area as an
immediately pre-Islamic burial ground with the conventional
east-west directed burials.

A different side-light, however, issues from the

reportedly recent recovery of an earthenware jar, containing
two gold rings and an iron sword, behind the saukang. The
remnant hole (Photo 9-58), labelled zone 1, contained 65
earthenware sherds weighing 1.2 kg, and 18 fragments of human
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bone (Photo 9-57). The surrounding, slightly sunken field,
labelled zone 2, contained 65 earthenware sherds weighing 1.6
kg. Whilst in Ujung Pandang I managed to conjoin some of the
zone 1 sherds (Photo 9-60) and observe that no more than one
large jar was necessarily represented. The zone 2 sherdage,
which included a handle fragment, also appeared to represent
one or more large jars. The bone fragments represent a single
person, either an adult female or a sub-adult (Table 9-3).
The lack of teeth and the scorched appearance of the bones
together suggest cremation at a temperature below 800 (cf.
Gejvall, 1969; Ubelaker, 1984:34), either of the fresh corpse
or of the dry bones after maceration of the corpse. My tests
in zones 1 and 2 revealed a dark brown to dark reddish brown,
clayey silt with a pH of 6, i.e. an acidic soil which could
have dissolved the buried bones but for their prior
cremation.

The bones produced a radiocarbon date of 450 + 220 BP
(ANU-5923). This calibrates to 515 BP with a single S.D.
range between 300 and 670 BP (cf. Stuiver and Pearson,
1986:810-811), i.e. the 15th century as a best estimate
within a likely range covering the 14th to 17th centuries.
The use of bone for radiocarbon dates is problematical (e.gq.
Spriggs, 1989:590,598), so possibly zones 1 and 2 mark a
field of secondary jar burials which directly preceded the
other pre-Islamic burials to the north (as the lack of
tradewares from zones 1 and 2 suggests). However, as an
equally tenable interpretation, especially given the
proximity to the Songkolo sites where secondary jar burials
apparently continued till Islamisation (9.8.2), saukang Boe
incorporates two coeval burial grounds where different rites
were practised.

Even allowing for some exaggeration on our informants'
part, I would interpret Saukang Boe as a centralised burial
ground which served a substantial area. In this view Saukang
Borong could have been a minor associated burial ground,
while both could have sprung from the population represented
at Cellaya. The commemoration of Saukang Borong and Saukang
Boe as ancestral locales, rather than Cellaya, could reflect

their greater recency. Today the local inhabitants are buried
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9.9.3 Dampang (Gowa 77)

with the Sungai Kallorok (Figure 9-25a). The Jeknekberang is
cutting southwards into the site and, we were told, had
already washed away the old Islamic graveyard, including two
keramat graves, north of the Saukang. The inhabitants however
Saved the marker of Karaeng Dampang, theijr reported nenek
Moyang, by removing it to a cement enclosure further up the
bank. 2s

of the Jeknekberang's southward migration, as revealed at
three eéxposures cut by footpaths down to the river (Figure
9-25a). The main one, Exposure C (Figure 9-25b; Photo 9-62),
shows a gradual transition from greyish brown clay at the
base to a3 brown clayey silt, capped by a distinctive layer
more than a metre thick of reddish brown river silts (Table
9-4). The most parsimonious Scenario for this Profile would
invoke a southward migration of the Jeknekberang (actually
the Garassik) Southwards towards Dampang, resulting in the

the Garassik radically altered its channel, or jt received a
markedly greater discharge such as would have resulted from
stealing the Gumant i headwaters (cf. 5.4.3).

In any case the Silts buried a band, 15-20 cp thick, of
earthenware sherds with Some tiny brick fragments and
tradeware pieces. The tradewares were 15th/16th to 17th
century types (Table 9-4), and the brick fragments had the
low-fired red fabric also found with the Gowa fortification

ég'K;;;;nbwsémpanaT; marker is now nothing but a single stone
tablet embedded ip the soijl. However, the Protective
enclosure js Ooriented north-south (350° from north).
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was filled with silts and some washed-in earthenware sherdage

when the site was flooded (Figure 9-25¢).=2s

Our survey in the slightly lower ground behind the levee
counted 57 looter's holes in three antique-bearing locations
(Figure 9-25a) reportedly looted in 1973. We also recorded
tradeware sherdage dating either to the 16th-17th centuries
or to the 19th-20th centuries (Figure 9-26). A well at the
southeast revealed a profile like that recorded at the
exposures; dark reddish brown river silts in the top 1.5
metres, then a grey brown Silty clay in the bottom two metres
of the well.

We were informed that lots of celadons had come from the
diggings next to a completely modern, "family" graveyard. The
celadons do not indicate Pre-Ming burials because the
antiques we were shown consisted of two Qing celadon pieces
and a "Kitchen Qing" spoon (Photo 9-63). Hence it rather
looks like 19th century occupation deposits had been looted.

However, a different interpretation applies to the
reported looting of numerous Sawankhalok covered bowls,
complemented by whitewares and blue-and-white wares, in the
south and southeast of the site. These were reportedly found
three to four metres below the ground, associated generally
with bones and often with east-west oriented duni.2” Here the
surface contents included Ming pieces, especially near the
well, confirming the other evidence of pre-Islamic antiques.

Dampang appears to have been a 15th-17th century site with
occupation at the north and a burial ground at the southeast.
A marked change in the behaviour of the Sungai Garassik in
the 17th century resulted in the abandonment of the site and

2€ It is hard to link the reportedly washed-away graveyard
with the artefactual layer, since the original markers would
have been buried by over a metre of silt. Those which had
been washed away must have been post-deluvial restorations,
and their location need not have coincided Precisely with any
antedeluvial graveyard. The artefactual layer itself contains
the sorts of debris to be expected in occupation deposits,
and probably represents a kampung which was abandoned during
a 17th century flood.

27 These duni are wooden, boat-shaped coffins which are found
pParticularly at coastal sites (Chapters 11 to 13). The site's
neutral pH (Table 9-9) accords with the reported survival of
bones and duni, while the great depth at which the antiques
were found is understandable given that the site had been
buried by more than a metre of silts.
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degrees by the Saumata and Anak Gowa clusters, not to mention
the sites surrounding Benteng Tua (Figures 7-11, 8-4 and
9-6). The middle Jeknekberang's share of the incoming
tradewares, and possibly therefore population and/or

influence, apparently diminished from the 13th-14th centuries
through to the rise of greater Gowa.

The rather flat profile shown by Benteng Tua for this
period (Figure 6-14) thus takes on a dual significance.
Political power within the middle Jeknekberang appears to
have became, generally speaking, increasingly centralised in
the Gowa royalty. And yet the high arenas of politics moved
to the coast (Chapters 11 to 12) as the stakes grew to a

regional and, finally, an international scale.
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